
Fish and Wildlife Board Meeting 

Minutes for April 5, 2017 

The Fish & Wildlife Board held a meeting at 5:00 PM EST on Wednesday April 5, 2017, at the 
Dewey Building on the National Life Campus located at 1 National Life Drive Montpelier, VT 
05620. 

Members of the Board: Kevin Lawrence (Chair), Theresa Elmer (Vice Chair), Grant Spates, 
Craig Greene, Johanna Laggis, Justin Lindholm, Cheryl Frank Sullivan, Tim Biebel, Craig 
Nolan, Pete Allard, and Patrick Berry. Absent from the meeting David Fielding, Dennis Mewes, 
and Bill Pickens.  

Fish and Wildlife Staff: Louis Porter (Commissioner), Mary Diego (Executive Assistant), Mark 
Scott (Wildlife Director) Susan Warner (Outreach Director) David Sausville ( Migratory Bird 
Wildlife Biologist) Cedric Alexander (Moose Wildlife Biologist)  

Members of the Public in Attendance: Darren Marcy   

   The Board meeting was called to order at 5:04PM, EST by Chairman Kevin Lawrence  

Agenda: 
1.) Approval of February 22, 2017 minutes  
2.) Final Vote on 2017 Moose Hunting Permit Numbers 
3.) Final Vote 2017 Migratory Bird Season  
4.) Commissioner’s Update 
5.) Roundtable  

 

Approval of February 22, 2017 minutes  

Theresa Elmer motioned to accept the February 22, 2017 Meeting Minutes 

Craig Nolan seconded the motion 

Vote: unanimously passed the minutes for February 22, 2017.  

 

Final Vote on 2017 Moose Hunting Permit Numbers 

Introduction: Wildlife Director Mark Scott introduced Moose Project Leader Cedric Alexander.  

Recommending:  80 permits (17 archery and 63 regular season) are recommended for the October 
2017 moose hunting seasons. This represents a reduction of 85 permits, or 51% from the total 
amount of 165 permits authorized by the Board in 2016. Permit quotas would be reduced in 8 of 13 
WMUs, and permits would be for bull-only in all units. Zero permits are recommended for WMU G. 
Department staff consider this a conservative management proposal and estimate a total harvest of 34 
bulls statewide. 



 
Craig Nolan Motioned to accept the 2017 Proposed Moose Hunting Permit Numbers. 

Tim Biebel seconded the motion. 

Vote: 8 in favor, 2 opposed, 1 abstained. 2017 Proposed Moose Hunting Permit Numbers 
passed.  

Discussion: Discussion about the source of moose mortality, moose taken under commissioner 
rule doing damage to Christmas trees, sugar maple tubing or fencing. The target population 
numbers were discussed and what the future looks like as far as obtaining that population 
number or a new number that could be proposed due to new biological data. The population 
target number was discussed and the idea was proposed that it would be dependent/variable on 
changing environmental factors. The current moose collaring study will collect biological health 
samples from any moose that perishes. So far, we have lost 3 moose and their samples were sent 
to UNH this past week. Blood analysis from the 60 live captured moose  will be analyzed as part 
of Jake Dubrow’s Master’s of Science project at UVM  

Bonus points were also discussed. 

Special Opportunity Moose Hunt:  

Craig Greene made a motion to accept either sex permits for the special opportunity hunts 
in any WMU that is open for moose hunting. (season is for rifle and not archery) 

Craig Nolan seconded the motion  

Vote: 10 in favor 1 abstained motion passed 

 Final Vote on 2017 Proposed Migratory Bird Hunting Seasons 

Discussion: Migratory Bird Biologist David Sausivlle broke down the 12 items that the 
board needed to approve as part of the proposal and discussed each one with the board 
before the final call for a vote.  

Tim Biebel motioned to accept the 2017 Migratory Bird Seasons as proposed 

 Theresa Elmer seconded the motion:  

Vote: 10 in favor1 abstained. Motion passed 

Adjourned for Dinner at 6:49 PM EST 

Reconvened at 7:10 PM EST 

Petition Acknowledgement 

• Early Muzzleloader  date petition submitted by Bert Saldi.  The Department would 
recommend that the board table this petition until the end of the white-tailed deer study 
that is currently in year 2 of 3.  



• Youth Bow Hunting petition submitted by Bill Hickok. The Department would 
recommend that the board table this petition until the end of the white-tailed deer study 
that is currently in year 2 of 3.  

• Vermont Bear Hound Association Petition  will be addressed at the May 2017 board 
meeting.  
 
Patrick Berry motioned to table the two petitions relating to deer until we have the 
study results back from the white-tailed deer study that is ongoing. 
Tim Biebel seconded the motion. 
Vote: unanimously in favor of tabling. motion passed.  

 

Commissioner Update: Welcome the new board members David Robillard and Brian Wiles. 
Wanted to talk to the board about a possible change in how the minutes are taken. Moose 
applications will be on our website tomorrow. The deadline for applications will be July 3rd. The 
lottery drawing is going to be July 29th at the Barre Fish and Game Club. The Department is 
going to try and make this event a field day, with shotgun shooting, warden search and rescue 
presentation and hunter ed activities in addition to the lottery drawing. Time could be from 10-3 
as a tentative proposal. Northeast Fish and Wildlife Conference is going on next week in VA and 
the Department has a number of staff attending. Next year in 2018 we are hosting this event. 
There has been little trout stocking done this spring because of the weather. Thank you to board 
members who are working on the bait fish team rule making (Cheryl and Tim). And a big thank 
you to all the board participation at the public hearings. Really appreciates all the work that you 
have done. Berlin pond bill was a topic yesterday in the statehouse. The legislature would like 
the City of Montpelier and Berlin to get together with ANR and come to a compromise. H.336- 
bill that deals with the make-up of the board did not make it through to cross over but could still 
make it through the house be the end of this session and go forward next year. The legislature 
has directed the department to do a report with more information regarding coyote hunting. They 
would like the department to do a report on hunting and population. The Department will provide 
them more info by next January. There was a $82,000 cut in general fund cut. If that does go 
through then we may not have a cormorant control program next year. Finally, the Roxbury 
funding is finalized in the General Fund and the Department hopes to begin construction this 
spring/summer. 

 

Public Comment Period: 7:40 call for public comment period- no comments were made.  

Round Table: 

Kevin Lawrence: Welcome to Brian and David.  

Theresa Elmer: Kim and Chris did a couple of fantastic presentations at the furbearer public 
hearings this week. Heard from a waterfowl hunter from the NY side and he would like to see if 



the public hearing could get moved to the Crown Point area. Suggestion for possible future open 
houses is to start it earlier in the day to increase the participation.  

Johanna Laggis: The turkey population on the farm and surrounding area looks good. 

Tim Biebel: Enjoyed the furbearer meeting he attended.  

Craig Greene: Wanted to make sure that everyone got a copy of the salmon fishing letter. 
Obviously, we are going to be addressing that in the fishing regulation changes. Is anyone here in 
favor of H. 336? Also, he is thankful that he got the response on the Lyme disease topic. 

Craig Nolan: Great presentation on trapping and furbearers at the furbearer public meeting by 
Kim and Chris, truly outstanding. In regards to adding non consumptive people to the board, in 
4081-title ten it outlines that this board manages for maximin utilization of the resources. He 
does not feel that would be possible with non-consumptive board members.  

Patrick Berry: Seen more turkey’s than ever this year. There was a coyote hunting tournament 
in Bristol, and he did not hear a single person who was in supportive of the activity 

David Robillard: Honored to be here. Attended the Lyndonville furbearer meeting, Kim did an 
awesome presentation. Looking forward to future meetings. 

Brian Wiles: Very impressed with the respect that the members have for each other and looking 
forward to future meetings  

Adjourned 8:05 PM EST 


	Agenda:

